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Mountain Nation Council Members and Tribes 
Frontier Nation Council Members and Tribes 
Plaines Nation Council Members and Tribes 
Valley Nation Council Members and Tribes 
Papoose Nation Council Members and Tribe 

Great Elk Nation Council Members and Tribe 
Winnipeg Nation Council Members and Tribes 
Ontario Nation Council Members and Tribes 

Great Superior Bear Council Members and Tribes 
Trailmates Council Members and Tribe 

Trailblazers Council Members and Tribe 
 
After a relaxing summer, a new season for all of our nations and tribes has started.  School is now in 
full gear, tribes and nations have had monthly activities, monthly meetings and outings.  We also made 
it through our fall campouts.  For some the fall campouts were a very challenging time.  I hope all our 
members and families did not suffer too much during the heavy rains in September. 
 
As I enter my third year on the executive council, I would like to review the basic foundation of our 
program.  The Big Waters Federation is made up of a group of volunteers who contribute time and 
effort to make this organization what it is for you and your son/daughter.  Like every good 
organization, there is a hierarchy of leadership.  One thing that has been brought to my attention is that 
some members are unclear on the hierarchy or the make-up of the organization.   

·  Federation Council (Executive Council) 
o Made up of: 

�  Federation Chief (Fred DeBusk) 
�  Federation Medicine Man (Jim Bednar) 
�  Federation Wampum Bearer (Mike Ruddick) 
�  Federation Sand Painter (Stan Clary) 
�  Federation Sachem (Bob Marcucci). 

o This group meets once a month to review issues concerning the program and to 
provide leadership, supervision, and continuity of the Federation programs. 



o Holds a monthly Federation Representative Meeting made up of tribal chiefs 
and federation representatives where decision making for the organization is 
voted upon and information on upcoming events from the Federation level are 
passed along. 

·  Nation Council  
o Has the same positions as the Federation Council (Nation Chief, Nation 

Medicine Man, Nation Wampum Bearer, Nation Sand Painter, Nation Sachem), 
but is made up of members of your nation. 

o It is strongly suggested that this groups meets monthly to communicate to the 
tribal chiefs about issues or topics reviewed at the Federation Representative 
meeting and to address topics/ issues/ ideas within your nation. 

o There is one other very important member of the nation council: the Federation 
Representative.  This member of the nation council attends monthly meetings 
made up of Federation Representatives from other nations and the Federation 
Council.  Information on upcoming events from the Federation and Nation level 
is passed along and all decision making for the whole organization is done at the 
Federation Representative Monthly Meeting. 

·  Tribal Council 
o Has the same positions as the Federation Council and the Nation Council (Tribal 

Chief, Tribal Medicine Man, Tribal Wampum Bearer, Tribal Sand Painter, 
Tribal Sachem), but is made up of members from your tribe. 

o It is also strongly suggested that this group meets monthly to plan activities for 
the members, relay information passed on from the Federation Representative to 
the tribal chief to the members, and to bring new ideas or activities to the tribe. 

 
I hope this brief summary sheds some light on the make up of our organization.  If you have any 
questions on the make up of Big Waters Federation, please contact Sue Meier at the program office 
(847-296-4718), so she can direct your call to one of the Federation Council Members. 
 

 
 
 

 



I can’t believe how fast the time flies by.  It feels like we were just planning spring campouts and 
playing spring sports, and looking forward toward vacations.  Now school is well underway, all the 
Fall Campouts have completed, and Halloween and the Halloween Howl are quickly approaching us. 
 
Many of the nations and tribes are into full swing of activity planning for the year. If you haven’t 
started your tribal or nation activities there is no better time than right now.  Before you know it, 
Winter Campouts and Sled Races will be here. Each year tribes come up with creative ideas for sleds, I 
can’t wait to see the pictures. 
 
The creativity and energy that every member brings to Big Waters is what makes the guide/princess 
program such a unique experience.  I’ve been a part of Big Waters for seven years and each year brings 
something special, the first time your child camped, rode a horse, caught a fish, went down a zip line 
or walked in a parade.   
 
Remember the Nation and Federation events are good opportunities to encourage potential new 
members to have fun and participate in some of activities we do with our kids.  It’s never too late to 
encourage your friends to join our program. Being in Guides/Princesses is something your kids and 
you will remember for years. 
 
 
Medicine Man 
 
 
 
Brown Bear -- Jim Bednar 
Little Flower – Jackie Bednar 
Running Deer – Matt Bednar 
Smilie Bear – Tyler Bednar 
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2008 was a terrific day for celebrating our country’s birthday.   The 
weather was a cool 78F, and with occasional white puffy clouds 
passing by, it was perfect for marching, or driving mini’s! 



Federation Picnic 

The Federation Picnic is held in the summer just before school starts. This is 
a great value and a lot of fun! If you have not had the chance to attend this 
event you should try to make it next year. 

GOOD FOOD! 

  
FUN GAMES 

          
        

 



Everyone loves a good water balloon game 

    
Good family fun 

   
 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

A special thanks to all of the volunteers that put together the picnic. 
Let’s hear it for the cooks! 

  
You tell them Jim, thanks for running the games. 

    
Big thanks to our program director Sue! 

 



 

Frontier and Valley Nation’s fall campout. 
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Campouts contracts are scheduled over a year in advance with minimum numbers that 
need to be filled. Due to the fact that we pay for any unsold beds, if the minimum 
number has not been met by your nation the campout the will be opened to other 
members of the federation. 
All campout money is due into the federation office 4 weeks in advance of the campout 
weekend. Any one that hands in there money late will be charge a $10.00 late fee 
 
 
 
 
January 17th & 18th Valley Nation - Camp Tecumseh  
 
January 24th & 25th Winnipeg & Great Elk – Camp Duncan 
 
January 24th & 25th Ontario & Great Bear – Camp MacLean 
 
January 31st & February 1st Frontier Nation & Akela – Camp MacLean 
 
February 7th & 8th Plaines Nation & Papoose – Camp Mac Lean 
 
February 14th & 15th Mountain Nation – Matawa  
 
April 18th & 19th Ontario, Great Bear & Papoose – Camp Duncan 
 
April 25th & 26th Winnipeg & Great Elk  - Matawa  
 
May 2nd & 3rd Mountain Nation – Camp Anokijig 
 
May 2nd & 3rd Plaines Nation – Camp Edwards 
 
May 2nd & 3rd  Frontier Nation & Akela - Camp Matawa  
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Saturday December 6 

���������	
���

��������������
���������������������	���������	��������

��������	
�
� ������������� !���"�#�����������������	���!�������� �������$���%$�����������������

�
����
�������
�

� �������&�%��������$�����!��������� ��������#������� �	����������#��	�!������
� '�������������"�'�����������������������	��������� ���������������$��	�������
��
� ������	�����������'!�$����������

�
����������������������������������������

� ($���������!!�
���������
���$��������	!����%�	�

�� "�$���	�	��"�	��
���"����	���"�����
� ����)����������������� !������!!�&��$�����%�����%� 
������	$�!���������$����
���$�����
� �����
�!!����%��$����������



���������� �����
 !"����

��!��� �
��� ���� "���

���
Come in and enjoy lunch or diner on any Thursday in January 

Please bring in the flyer and %10 of the bill goes to our program. 
January 8th 
January 15th 
January 22nd 
January 29th  
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(847) 590-0400 

Bobbyqsbbq.com 
 

Need an idea for a group outing? 
How about make your own pizza party. 

Tuesday by appointment only. 
Bring in your group and have them see how a pizzeria works. 

They make there own pizza, toss there own dough and  
Either put it in the oven or watch our staff do it for them. 

Then they can enjoy there Pizzas!!! 
Call and ask for Cindy to set up your group 

 


